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KANSAS CITY, KANSAS LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
June 7, 2021 

Minutes 
 

The Kansas City, Kansas Landmarks Commission met in regular session (via Zoom 
Meeting) on Monday, June 7, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
Mr. David Meditz, Chairman Presiding, Ms. Karen French, Vice Chairman, Mr. Murrel 
Bland, Mr. Hank Chamberlain, Ms. Beverly Easterwood, Ms. Micki Welcome-Hill, and 
Mr. Loren Taylor. (Absent: Craddock and Schraeder and Van Middlesworth.)   Mr. 
Gunnar H. Hand, AICP, Director of Planning, Ms. Janet L. Parker, CSC/APC, Executive 
Assistant, and Mr. Daniel Kuhn, Assistant Counsel, were also present. 
 
Application starts at 1:14:   
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS CA2021-004 – DERRICK LASLEY WITH 
THIRD EYE FINANCIAL GROUP LC – SYNOPSIS:  Certificate of Appropriateness for 
replacement of siding and doors and work on the porch at 1841 Freeman Avenue (Ernst 
H. Stewart House), located within the Westheight Manor Historic District, listed on the 
Kansas Register of Historic Places. 
 
Present in Support: 
 
 Derrick Lasley, applicant, Third Eye Financial Group LLC, 1841 Freeman 

Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas 
 
Present in Opposition: 
 
 No one appeared. 

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 4:54:  Planning Director Hand stated that this 
property has a history of Notices of Violation.  There was a previously approved 
Certificate of Appropriateness, and it appears the conditions were not adhered to.  This 
property is located in the Westheight Manor Historic District.  Staff stated that everything 
on the exterior that can be seen from the right-of-way is within the scope of review, and 
as there is no alley, the back of the house does not fall under that review.  The survey 
was done in 1988 and in the photographs, the Commission can see the house has been 
sided since that time and there is mostly brick on the front.  In 1988, the siding on the 
house had vinyl, which was not the original.  Staff is unable to determine if the vinyl 
siding was put over the brick.  Staff recommends that the brick not be painted, but all 
brick be left in it natural color.  All other work must be brought up to the historical 
standards. Director Hand stated that is not what the applicant has proposed in his 
application. 
 
The Landmarks Commission directed questions to the staff and applicant.   
 
Commissioner Easterwood suggested that a training be provided for realtors concerning 
the historic requirements and notifications of landmarked properties.  Commissioner 
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Welcome-Hill stated that she feels the Commission has a responsibility to the citizens to 
educate them.  She also asked Staff to research 1806 Freeman to see if it was 
renovated as stated by the applicant. 
 
Motion and Vote Starts at 25:00: 
 
On motion by Ms. Hill, seconded by Ms. Easterwood, the Landmarks Commission voted 
as follows to HOLD OVER Certificate of Appropriateness #CA2021-004 until the 
July 6, 2021 for the applicant to continue to work with the Staff on this restoration 
and if the application is not ready to move forward, the application will be held 
over until the August 2, 2021 meeting: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Not Present 
Craddock:  Not Present 
Easterwood:  Aye  
French:  Aye  
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Not Present 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Not Present 
Motion to HOLD OVER Passed: 5 to 0 
 
Application starts at 31:19:   
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS CA2021-011 – GUNNAR HAND FOR 
UNIFIED GOVERNMENT – SYNOPSIS:  Certificate of Appropriateness for 
repair and restoration of monument signs within the environs of the Historic 
Parkwood District at 1000 and 1058 Quindaro Boulevard (in public right-of-way).  
The monuments are listed on the Kansas Register of Historic Places. 
 
Present in Support: 
 
 Gunnar Hand, applicant, Director of Planning and Urban Design 

 
Present in Opposition: 
 
 No one appeared. 

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 34:20:  Director Hand stated staff moved on this item 
as quickly as possible as the markers were laying in the right-of-way after either a 
vehicular accident and/or vandalism.  The restoration work will be done in-house.  He 
further stated that there have been no Notices of Violation on this property.  Staff 
recommends approval and will direct UG staff conducting the repair/restoration work to 
explicitly follow the Department of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation. 
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Motion and Vote Starts at 35:00: 
 
On motion by Ms. Hill, seconded by Ms. French, the Landmarks Commission voted as 
follows to APPROVE Certificate of Appropriateness #CA2021-011: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Not Present 
Craddock:  Not Present 
Easterwood:  Aye  
French:  Aye  
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Not Present 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Not Present 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 5 to 0 
Subject to: 
 

1. If repairable, the monuments restoration must be done by the 
standards set by the US Department of the Interior’s for masonry 
rehabilitation; and, 

2. If the monument must be replaced, the replacement must be with 
in-kind materials and must be done by the standards set by the US 
Department of the Interior’s standards for masonry rehabilitation. 

 
Application starts at 37:10:   
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPRPRIATENESS CA2021-013 – MATT TOMASIC FOR POLICE 
ATHLETIC LEAGUE-KCK – SYNOPSIS:  Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
installation of solar panels on the south roof of the former St. Mary’s Catholic Church at 
800 North 5th Street, listed on the Kansas Register of Historic Places and within the 
environs of Huron Place Historic District, Old Kansas City, Kansas City Hall and the 
Kansas City, Kansas Fire Headquarters. 
 
Present in Support: 
 
 Matt Tomasic, applicant  

 
Present in Opposition: 
 
 No one appeared. 

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 39:03:  Planning Director Hand stated that the 
applicant had previously received an exemption letter from staff for the in-kind repair of 
their roof as well as the cleaning of the stonework subject to following the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation Guidelines.  They are making progress on the 
roof and stone restoration.  They are now requesting to do work on the main body of the 
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south facing roof to install new solar panels to power the building which now houses the 
Police Athletic League.  Since they are only adding a solar installation, Staff has 
requested that they comply with the zoning code that only allows such installation to not 
extend more than three (3) feet above the roof line.  Instead of mounting the panels to 
the roof, there is a roof mounting system to put on top of the roof.  Staff has not 
received any letters in support nor opposition and recommends approval subject to the 
conditions in the staff report. 
 
Motion and Vote Starts at 42:41: 
 
On motion by Mrs. Hill, seconded by Ms. Easterwood, the Landmarks Commission 
voted as follows to APPROVE Certificate of Appropriateness #CA2021-013: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Not Present 
Craddock:  Not Present 
Easterwood:  Aye  
French:  Aye  
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Not Present 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Not Present 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 5 to 0 
Subject to: 
 

1. Per Section 27-609(5)b, solar panels must not extend three (3) feet 
above the highest point of the roof. Staff stipulates that the solar panels 
do not extend more than three (3) feet above the relative position of the 
roof. 

2. In order to not diminish the architectural and historic aesthetic of the 
landmark, the solar panels must be similar to or match in color with the 
existing roofing material. 

3. The solar panels must be installed in a manner that allows them to be 
removed without permanently damaging the roofing structure. 

4. Comply with the recommendation of the Kansas State Historic 
Preservation Office: 

• In order to meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and to be the least visually intrusive, the solar 
panels must be a similar color to the color of the roof shingles 
(shingles should be dark to match the panels). 

• The panels should be installed in a matter that does not cause 
permanent damage to the roof or roof structure. 
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Historic Preservation Grants Update – 44:45: 
 
Planning Director Hand stated that over the last several months staff has been 
pursuing Historic Preservation grants through the Kansas State Historic Preservation 
Office: 
 

1. Downtown Kansas City, Kansas Historic District; and, 
2. Multiple-Listings of Historic Churches in Downtown Kansas City, Kansas. 

 
Director Hand stated that the Unified Government was awarded both grants.  He 
further stated that the goal is for a Requests for Proposals to be issued this summer 
combining both grants into one project.  All of the work and surveys will be 
completed, and at least one of the surveyed historic churches will need to apply for 
historic preservation status.  It is anticipated that the consultant will be selected by 
the end of the summer.  He stated that the planning process should take about six 
(6) to nine (9) months before it is brought before the Commission for a decision.  
Director Hand stated that the project will be labor intensive and require the support 
of the community, specifically for public outreach and education efforts..  He 
requested a vote from the Commission to formerly accept the grants awarded by the 
Kansas State Historic Preservation Office. 
  
On motion by Ms. French, seconded by Ms. Welcome-Hill, the Landmarks Commission 
voted as follows to ACCEPT the two (2) grants awarded by the Kansas State 
Historic Preservation Office: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Not Present 
Craddock:  Not Present 
Easterwood:  Aye  
French:  Aye  
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Not Present 
Taylor:  Aye   
Van Middlesworth: Not Present 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 5 to 0 
 
The Commission directed questions to Director Hand concerning the process for the 
selection of the consultant and the Landmarks Commission’s role in the process. 
 
The Commission thanked staff for their hard work in acquiring the two (2) awards. 
 
Reports Start at 58:00:  
 
Downtown Ordinance Outreach Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman 
Schraeder was not present, and his report will be given next month. 
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Korean/Vietnam Memorial at Wyandotte County Lake – Chairman Meditz stated that 
a meeting was held with the Parks Foundation Board, and they have agreed to handle 
the monetary portion of this project.  Pat Scherzer, one of the original people involved in 
this project, has agreed to assist with this renovation.  He further stated that this project 
will take some time for completion.  Director Hand stated the Parks Foundation has their 
cycle of fundraising, and they wanted to make sure that the fundraising for this project 
does not interfere with their efforts.  They have a golf tournament that is taking place 
soon.  He stated that this is not a Landmarks issue and staff has helped as much as 
they can, but cannot take the lead, due to staff constraints, on this project.   
 
May 2022 Annual Report on Landmarks Commission – Director Hand stated that 
this is a follow up to the resolution proposed by Chairman Meditz.  Staff feels that the 
best path forward is to select May as the month each year to organize a presentation to 
the Board of Commissioners as to what the Commission has accomplished, what the 
Commission duties are, etc.  He would like to discuss over the next couple of months 
the Metrics, updates, and other items that should be included in the annual report.   
 
Vice Chairman French stated that she feels the Commission should have a goal in 2022 
for education for real estate agents and other interested parties concerning the 
Landmarks process.  Chairman Meditz stated that is part of the Outreach Committee 
chaired by Jim Schraeder, of which Commissioner French is a member.  Commissioner 
Easterwood stated that she would like to be on that committee and Chairman Meditz 
directed her to contact Commissioner Schraeder.   
 
Sauer Castle Update – Director Hand stated that a Unified Government group was 
able to tour the Sauer Castle property (through an Administrative Warrant), and a plan 
as to how to proceed is not in place at this time.  Assistant Counsel Kuhn stated that the 
Unified Government is waiting for the written structural engineering report.  
Commissioner Welcome-Hill asked if the Commission should visit the site.  Planning 
Director Hand stated that the property is not under the ownership of the Unified 
Government and permission from Mr. Lopp, the owner, would be required.  The Unified 
Government has only been able to enter the property through an Administrative 
Warrant. 
 
The next meeting of the Commission is Tuesday, July 6, 2021 (due to the holiday). 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 


